
MOPANI Bulletin  Bulletin 
Official Quarterly Newsletter (July - September  
 

 2020)

MOPANI DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY
Bulletin

“To be the food basket of Southern Africa and the tourism destination of choice”
Follow and like us on facebook @Mopani District Municipality

Executive Mayor 
hands over 

projects 
implemented 

as part of 
 

intervention
Covid-19



2

Graphic Designer
Mapula Legodi

Legodim@mopani.gov.za

Deputy Manager 
Communications

Odas Ngobeni
Ngobenio@mopani.gov.za

“To be the food basket of Southern Africa and the tourism destination of choice”
Follow and like us on facebook @Mopani District Municipality

Table of Contents

** Executive Mayor hands over projects implemented 
     as part of Covid-19 intervention 
     .......pg 4-5

** MEC Masemola commits to fix “potholed” roads 
     in Mopani 
     .......pg 7

** Executive Mayor welcomes Screening and Testing 
     Unit from DBSA
     .......pg 12

** Budget for 2020/2021 Financial Year 
       .......pg 16

**#JERUSALEMADANCECHALLENGE 
       .......pg 18

We are once again grateful for the opportunity to be writing to the people of Mopani through this platform.  For 
the past few months, we were unable to prepare and print this publication.  The move to Alert Level 1 is a positive 
sign for us because it means that we are able to resume our communication of government programmes using 
this platform.  

The lockdown presented a daunting challenge which we were ultimately able to embrace.  We have been able to 
optimally utilize other available communication platforms to consistently communicate activities of government 
at this level.  Many people are now following our activities on our Facebook Page.  

We are building from the successful IDP/budget public participation programme led by the Executive Mayor 
through our community radio stations as well as our social media platforms.  Many people appreciated the 
initiative, and our support to community media.  It then says to us that going forward we need to integrate these 
platforms to our traditional methods in order to reach more people as we continue to promote participatory 
democracy. 

We still invite members of the public to engage with us on how best we can make our communications platforms 
more interactive.  It is only through engagements that we are able to get a sense of where we need to improve as 
a municipality, especially on the information needs of our people.  



We are concluding the first quarter of the 2020/21 financial year – this on the 
backdrop of our ongoing battle against the coronavirus pandemic.  We are 
observing a decline in the number of infections recorded in the district.  On 
behalf of the leadership collective, we wish to express our heartfelt 
appreciation to the brave frontline workers who continue to be of great service 
to the people of our district.
  
It is because of their selfless sacrifices that we were able to save many lives in 
our district and across the country.  The fight against the coronavirus is far 
from over.  We appeal to our people to continue to be responsible so we are 
able to avoid the second wave.  We must continue to do the right things such 
as wearing of masks, practising social distancing and washing our hands with 
soap and water or sanitizing.  

We are worried that the pandemic has left many of our people without work
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opportunities. Our efforts to create work opportunities for our people through the expanded public works 
programme have also been undermined by this pandemic.  But worse is that many of our water infrastructure 
projects are behind schedule.  We were however able to use the reprioritized funds from the MIG allocation to 
implement short-term water projects and our people are now drinking water in some of these communities.  

The start of 2020/21 financial year also means that we are drawing closer to the end of term of this democratic 
local government administration.  We do however remain steadfast and committed to change the quality of lives 
of our people.  At the centre of everything we do, is our commitment to live up to the expectations of our people.  
In giving this fifth administration the mandate, our people were explicit when they said: “Together advancing 
people's power in every community.”

Mopani District Municipality continues to play its role in contributing towards the attainment of the goals as set 
out in the National Development Plan – that of eliminating poverty, reducing unemployment and inequality by 
2030.   We have now begun the journey of the last decade of the NDP, we are humbled and inspired by the 
support we continue to get from various stakeholders and the people of our district in general.

We have once again had interaction with the parliament's portfolio committee on COGTA who continue to 
monitor our progress on matters of concerns raised by the Auditor General.  We appreciate the guidance and 
support as we continue to work on improving from unqualified to clean audit.  

It is also in that spirit that we will continue to embrace the work of Council oversight committees, in particular the 
Municipal Public Accounts Committee, which is empowered by other legislations including the Municipal 
Finance Management Act No 56 of 2003, section 33 and 79 of the Municipal Structures Act as well as the 
Municipal Systems Act.

In order to restore the integrity of this Municipality, we will remain in support of the work of the Anti-Corruption and 
Fraud Forum.  We have adopted the Anti-Corruption and Fraud Prevention Strategy.  Through this strategy we 
are confident that we will be able to improve on areas that undermine institutional integrity.  

We once again wish to take this opportune moment and congratulate Master KG for the milestone recorded 
through the song – Jerusalema, and also for his new responsibility as a young ambassador to the world.  The 
whole world is today dancing to this song.  
As a District, we are very proud of this achievement, and we believe that it will serve as an inspiration to many 
more of our young people to maximize their creative talents, especially as celebrate Heritage Month and 
beyond.
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he Executive Mayor of Mopani District 
Municipality Cllr Pule Shayi has lauded Tthe leaders of ward 5 in the Maruleng 

Municipality for ensuring that the short-term 
water project is completed without interruptions.

He was speaking during his visit to Santeng 
village where he handed over water project 
implemented as part of the Covid-19 
intervention programme.

The project was funded with a budget 
reprioritized from the Municipal Infrastructure 
Grant allocation as per the directive from 
national treasury.  The project was completed 
with a budget of just under R2 million.  

The Executive Mayor said the long term solution 
for that community will come from the 
completion of Mametja-Sekororo Regional Bulk 
Water Project.

Executive Mayor hands over projects implemented 
as part of Covid-19 intervention

“We are happy that in this ward, our governance 
structures working with traditional leadership 
have ensured the project is completed without 
interference.  We are also happy that there is 
value for money.  Our people should be able to 
receive water in the context of accounting for the 
expenditure around Covid-19,” he said.  
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Tebatso Ramoshaba, a resident of Santeng 

“Let us take ownership of this infrastructure. We 
believe that through a public participation 
programme, we will be able to get inputs from 
our communities on the best model for us to 
move fast with household connections." 

village said she is relieved to be getting water 
closer to where she stays.  “People used to 
ridicule us saying we don't bath, hence I'm happy 
that we now have water,” she said.

The Executive Mayor also proceeded to 
Selwane where he also handed over a R4 million 
water reticulation project from the MIG 
reprioritized funds.  The project at Selwane 
covered Mahale, Nyakelang Matshelapata, 
Newstands, and Mokhoanana. 

He appealed to leaders at Selwane to work 
with the entire community in guarding against 
illegal connections on the water reticulation 
system.

Bongi Thabatha from Nyakelang said 

I am very happy that we now have water.  We are just 
pleading with our neighbors not to do illegal connections on the 

pipeline because we will end up not having water.

Nandi Mogalaka from Nyakelang also said she 
was happy to have water closer to where she 
stays.  

”
“
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xecutive Mayor Cllr Pule Shayi says he is 
happy with the measures put in place by the Emanagement of Beerseuns Boerdery 

Agricultural Cooperative to minimize the exposure 
of farm workers to Covid-19.   

He visited the farm on Friday 28 August as part of 
his outreach programme to female farm workers 
as Women's Month draws to an end.  He handed 
over personal protective equipment for covid-19 
as well as sanitary towels to female farm workers, 
which were donated by the Development Bank of 
Southern Africa (DBSA) and businesspeople 
within the district.  The farm employs over 700 
people and women make up 70% of the 
workforce.   

The Executive Mayor was joined by few of his 
female MMCs, the Chief Whip as well as the 
Speaker of Maruleng Municipality.  “This is part of 
our efforts to ensure that there is compliance on 
covid-19 regulations, but also to appreciate the 
food security measures taking place in the farming 
industry as part of our collective efforts to help our 
people.  
“We needed to bring some tokens to our female 
employees at this farm.  We consolidated a 
package of which includes masks, sanitizers and 
sanitary towels so that we begin to undermine the 
burden of oppression experienced by our women 
in society.  We are happy to learn that none of the 
employees in this farm have been infected.” 

Merriam Mohale from Makhwibidung village is the 
Quality controller at the farm.  She said she was 
happy with the visit by the Executive Mayor.  “We 
are happy to have received the Executive Mayor 
during this women's month.  We also want to 
appreciate the gifts.”

Kobus De Beer, the managing director at the farm 
said that his farm supports a lot of emerging 
farmers in the area.  “We appreciate our women a 
lot.   They are very valuable to our company.  We 
have a lot of women in supervisory roles.  There is 
no job that a man can do that a woman cannot do.”

Mopani's Executive Mayor reaches 
out to female farm workers 
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ublic Works, Roads and Infrastructure MEC Dickson Masemola says that construction work on 
three of the district's badly damaged roads will start before the end of the year.P

Masemola made this announcement during his inspection programme to the district.  His first stop was 
the Giyani to Phalaborwa road where he met stakeholders led by Hosi Mahumani.  He was joined by 
the Executive Mayor Cllr Pule Shayi, Transport MMC Cllr Japisa Mathonsi and the Mayor of Greater 
Giyani Municipality Cllr Basani Shibambu.  

“I will be coming back here in October to handover a contractor for this road.  We can't lament and throw 
our hands in the air in despair.  We are bringing a practical solution to the problem,” he said.  

The Executive Mayor said the Giyani to Phalaborwa road was very important to the economy of the 
district, especially within the context of the Musina-Makhado SEZ as it connects the district with 
Mozambique.  

Masemola visited the D11 (Mamaila) road and the D3200 (Mohlabaneng) road on August 14 where he 
met with community leaders.  He said that contractors will be on site by the end of November.  He 
called on community leaders to work together to ensure that the projects are completed on time, and 
“relieve our people of this stress.”

“It our appeal that when this project starts, we all work together.  We are going to need cohesive 
leadership.  Issues around 30 percent sub-contracting should not delay these projects.  People who 
want 30 percent sub-contracting must be prepared to do the work.  We will not just be dishing out,” said 
Masemola.  

MEC Masemola commits to fix 
“potholed” roads in Mopani
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rans Moagi, a father of three children at 
Maseke village was lost for words when the FExecutive Mayor, Councillor Pule Shayi 

delivered furniture to his house in the early hours of 
Tuesday, 30 June.

“I don't know what to do or say.  Maybe I should 
just kneel down and pray to God to multiply the 
days for the Executive Mayor,” said Moagi.

The Executive Mayor pledged to buy furniture for 
the families a few weeks ago when MEC Basikopo 
Makamu handed over houses to them.  
Accompanied by Ba-Phalaborwa Mayor, Councillor 
Merriam Malatji, the Executive Mayor delivered 
furniture which included two beds, sofas and 
wardrobes to the Moagi family before proceeding 
to Lulekani to deliver at Sefala family.  

Rosinah Sefala said she was happy to have 
received a house, and now the furniture.  “I'm 
happy to finally have my family under the same 
roof.  We had not expected this donation.”

The delivery of furniture only marked the start of a 
long day for the Executive Mayor as he continued 
to reach out to the underprivileged, in a day 
coinciding with his birthday.  He proceeded to 
Nwadzekudzeku village in the Greater Giyani 
Municipality for a sod-turning ceremony signalling 
the start of housing construction for yet another 
three indigent families.  He also distributed food 
parcels and blankets to the three families.  

The Executive Mayor was this time joined by the 
mayor of Greater Giyani Municipality, Councillor 
Basani Shivambu as well as the chief whip, Cllr 
Martha Maswanganyi and the MMC for community 
services, Cllr Mikateko Shimange-Fazi.

By mid-day he was back in Giyani where he 
handed-over 500 blankets to the five local 
municipalities to be distributed to the elderly, 
saying “in the absence of the pleasant summer, we 
needed to frontally engage with the conditions of 
cold winter.  These blankets will go a long way in 
undermining those conditions.” 

Joy in abundance as Executive Mayor 
delivers furniture to indigent families
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The Executive Mayor completed his day 
by visiting Maruleng Municipality where 
he handed over four newly-built VIP 
toilets (units) to the Department of Basic 
Education's Makhutswe/Lepelle Circuit 
office in Mokgahlong (Tickyline).  He 
was notified a few weeks ago during the 
District's Covid-19 Command Council 
that officials in that office knock-off early 
from work due to lack of ablution 
facilities.  

Shayi said 

“we are doing this in the context of 
helping the department of education 

to ensure that the educators are 
assisted through measures that give 
them dignity.  They will be able to 
use this infrastructure which must 
impact in the manner in which they 
are supposed to give our learners 

education.”

The Manager for the Department of 
Education's Mopani West, Phillipine 
Modika said she is impressed with the 
speed at which the Executive Mayor 
intervened. "We reported this matter to 
the District Command Council a few 
weeks ago. Our appreciation will be 
seen with the end of the year results." 

Jack Mawasha, the Chairperson of 
Cosas in the district also applauded 
the effort of the Executive Mayor, 
saying "this will go a long way in 
improving the education of a black 
child. "The Executive Mayor thanked 
the businesspeople who are making a 
contribution in uplifting the lives of the 
poor.  “Collectively, we can do more to 
advance people's power in every 
community.”  
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Executive Mayor Councillor Pule Shayi says that Mopani District Municipality will always seek to forge 
partnerships with cooperatives, especially those with the capacity to contribute to food security.  

He said this as he addressed the launch of FABCO's wholesale markets at the Nkowankowa Industrial 
Park in September. The establishment of the wholesale markets was aided by the Covid-19 Relief 
Fund from the Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development.    

FABCO is now leasing Unit 203 at the Nkowankowa Industrial Park which will be used for farm units, 
farm mechanisation, and farm fresh produce.  Mopani District Municipality has entered into 
partnership with FABCO and has been supporting their programmes, including the hosting of their 
conference.  

The cooperative now holds the rights to Mahindra Tractor's dealership after receiving funding from 
Limpopo Economic Development Agency.  The funding from LEDA assisted them to negotiate with 
Mahindra International in Mumbai, India for the dealership.    
 
The Executive Mayor said the success of FABCO Primary Cooperative Limited will prove to people 
that “radical economic transformation can be implemented without getting your hands in the cookie 
jar.”
He said that government, at the level of municipalities will create enabling environment for businesses 
to thrive, but it was important for stakeholders to work together. 

 “A municipality is an instrument to change the lives of our people.  It's important for us jointly to work 
with the royal leaders to ensure that there is proper planning in the allocation of land.” 

The Executive Mayor was joined by the MMC for Local Economic Development Cllr Christinah 
Mohale.  Also in attendance was Kgosi Malesela Dikgale, the chairperson of Limpopo House of 
Traditional Leaders.  

Partnerships between government 
and cooperatives very key to job 
creation, EM tells FABCO
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The newly-appointed chairperson of Lepelle Northern 
Water Board, Joe Mathebula says that all stakeholders 
need to work together for a successful completion of the 
Giyani Regional Bulk Water project.  He said this during 
his visit to the project in July.

Mathebula visited Nandoni Water Treatment Works and 
several villages where the project is implemented.  He was 
joined by MMC for infrastructure Cllr Given Malatji and 
MMC for Water and Sanitation Cllr Maditshego Sefufi.

“There is still a lot of work to be done, but what is 
important is for the stakeholders to work together. The role 
of traditional leaders and communities is very important in 
ensuring that the project is completed to address their 
needs.

“But communities also have a bigger role to play in 
protecting the infrastructure against theft and vandalism,” 
he said.  

Newly-appointed chairperson of LNW Board
 visits the Giyani Regional Bulk Water Project 
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The Executive Mayor of Mopani District Municipality Councillor Pule Shayi has welcomed a donation 
of a portable screening and testing unit as well as personal protective equipment from the 
Development Bank of Southern Africa (DBSA).  

The unit is a two roomed unit fully equipped with water, chairs, medical storage cupboard and disability 
friendly. It has They are flexible and can be used beyond Covid19 crisis. The facility will be operated by 
officials from the Department of Health and will service all officials and members of the public visiting 
the government complex in Giyani.

The Executive Mayor said the District Command Council on covid-19 was observing a slight decline in 
the number covid-19 daily of infections in the district, but should also be preparing for the new wave.  
Shayi said the donation from DBSA “comes at a right moment so that we are able to confront the new 
wave if we are to be confronted by some serious increases.  Our response rate will become more 
practical.” 

The DBSA has recently started work in the Greater Letaba Municipality and Greater Giyani 
Municipality where they are refurbishing water infrastructure, and will also be purchasing three water 
tankers for the district. Shayi said

 “To us this is significant in that we are beginning to see first-hand 
the impact of the work done by DBSA in advancing the 

developmental agenda in the region”.

Also speaking during the handover, the Group Executive for DBSA Chuene Ramphele said “we 
recognize the impact of covid-19 at local government level.  We recognize the tireless efforts by your 
district command centre in tackling this invisible enemy to the lives of our people.  

“The district is mandated to promote sustainable provision and delivery of basic services.  All these 
mandates will not be realized if we don't join forces to fight the covid-19 pandemic and its disruption.  
We hope this unit will be used in partnership with the department of health and maintained properly for 
the purpose of fighting the coronavirus.” 

Executive Mayor welcomes screening 
and testing unit from DBSA
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He said that Mopani was the second District Municipality in the country to receive the unit.  “The DBSA 
recognizes the moral reason to stand solidarity to the South African Government and those 
governments of SADC in fighting the pandemic and allocated, despite constrained financial resources, 
an amount of R150m. This we directed to address the health diagnostics, testing, isolation, protective 
equipment, health facilities and water provision.

“We have identified25 districts in the country to provide screening unit and associated PPE.  We are 
handing over this immaculate unit and associated PPE to the District today with the conviction of 
strengthening the District Command Centre efforts to fight the pandemic and protect the lives of the 
communities within the jurisdiction of Mopani District. This is our gesture to assure that DBSA is behind 
your District strategy to safeguard the heath of its people.”
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he former senior manager for community 
services Dumisani “DD” Shitlhangu has Tpaid a glowing tribute to his secretary 

Matimba Mabunda whom he described as a 
“co-manager.”

Speaking during his farewell ceremony, he said 
that she made his work a lot easier. “I 
appreciate the time we worked together.  I 
have learned a lot from you.  I admire your 
humility and listening skills.  You are very fast 
in learning and grasping.  I pray that God 
blesses you and you continue to grow.  I would 
be very happy to hear that you are a director 
one day.”

Shitlhangu's contract ended on July 31.  He 
was appointed senior manager in 2015, having 
joined Mopani District Municipality in 2005 as 
Assistant Director.  He said that he enjoyed the 
15 years he has spent in Mopani.  “I'm happy I 
served my term.  Even when I applied for this 
position, I knew that one day it will come to an 
end.”

He did however say that it felt so sudden. “I 
saw others leave, but it never rang to me that I 
will also leave.  From last year, something 
reminded me that your contract is coming to an 
end.  Let me tell you, whether you prepare for 
exit or not, the impact is there.  Its human 
nature.  You will remember the fat salary, the 
benefits.  But it must all come to an end.  The 
bible says it is God who opens the windows 
and the doors.  It is Him as well who closes.  
We need to accept and move and believe also 
that there are better opportunities beyond this 
point.   Let this friendship not stop.”

The Municipal Manager Quiet Kgatla wished 
Shitlhangu well on his future endeavours.  “We 
are happy to have worked with you at senior 
management level.  You have made your 
contribution to this institution.   We do send our 
best wishes for the future.  We have made so 
many wonderful memories together.” 

DD Shitlhangu pays glowing tribute to his 
secretary as colleagues bid farewell to him
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The Executive Mayor of Mopani District Municipality Cllr Pule Shayi has told the MPAC public 
hearing that the municipality will always embrace the work of the Municipal Public Accounts 
Committee in order to improve on good governance and accountability.

He was delivering the closing remarks to the public hearing held in July.  The Executive Mayor said 
“we have reaffirmed our utmost respect for the work of MPAC, but also declared our commitment 
not to undermine the recommendations of all other oversight committees of council.  

“We wish to once again recommit to work with these committees, which in the main seek to assist 
our work as we strive to effectively and efficiently utilize the resources allocated to us on behalf of 
the people of this district.”

The Executive Mayor said the work of MPAC is very key in support of efforts to build a strong, 
accountable, transparent and resilient system of local government.  He said that implementing 
recommendations of MPAC will assist the municipality to move from negative audit findings.  

“We continue to strive towards attainment of a clean audit, and through the work of MPAC and 
other committees of council, we are able to build from the progress we have made in moving from 
an adverse finding to a qualified finding.  Because until such time we achieve a clean audit, our 
work of changing the lives of the people of this district will also be undermined.”

He further said that there must be speedy resolution to cases of misconduct, saying “At the level of 
council, we have adopted a consequence management policy which should be implemented 
without fear or favour, but equally we have a responsibility that cases of misconduct are prolonged 
without cause. 

“It will not be this administration that turns a blind eye when officials are found to negligent in the 
spending of public funds, and we are empowered by section 176 (2) of the Municipal Finance 
Management Act.  We have made this commitment to our people when we entered into the social 
contract in 2016.  We also need to monitor the functionality of the Anti-corruption forum,” said the 
Executive Mayor.  

Executive Mayor says MPAC is key in 
strengthening good governance and
 accountability.
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Council adopts a R1,8 billion budget for 

A Special Virtual Sitting of Council held on 
Sunday, 28 June has adopted a R1,8 billion 
budget for the 2020/21 financial year. In his 
budget speech, the Executive Mayor Cllr Pule 
Shayi said that “while we continue to work 
towards the achievement of the targets clearly 
set out in the social contract as entered into with 
our people in 2016, the programme of action 
adopted in Kliptown in 1955 remains the ultimate 
yardstick for this government. We work towards 
the full realization of the Freedom Charter goals.” 

The Executive Mayor has once again called on 
councillors and officials to service their water 
services accounts with their local municipalities, 
and also said “we need to honour our 
repayments commitment on our debts with both 
Lepelle Northern Water and DWS.” 

The municipality has signed a repayment 
agreement with Lepelle Northern water in which 
it pays R180 million per annum towards the 
historic debt.  

In the 2020/21 financial year, the municipality 
has budgeted an amount of R50 million in which 
it will repay the historic debt owed to Local 
Municipalities on losses incurred in the running 
of water and sanitation function.  Furthermore, 
the municipality has put aside R53 million for 
repayment of Department of Water and 
Sanitation for the raw bulk water extraction.

An amount of R500 thousands has been set 
aside to assist in preparing for the launch of the 
district development model later this year.  Shayi 
said “through this model, development will be 
pursued through a single and integrated plans 
per district, it means that work must begin now 
for us to synchronise the work of all these 
departments with our Integrated Development 
Plan.

“The model emphasises closer support to Local 
Government by both National and Provincial 
spheres, where district municipalities will be 
properly supported and adequately resourced to 
speed up service delivery.”
  

TOTAL BUDGET  --- 

Operational budget  ---  

Capital budget  ---  

 R1,8 Billion

R1,2 billion

R567 million

Grants and subsidies: 

? Equitable share 
                 R1 1 billion
? Municipal Infrastructure Grants 
           R481 million
? Water Services Infrastructure    

Grant 
           R45 million
? EPWP 
                 R9,8 million
? Financial Management Grant 
           R2,7 million
? Rural Roads Asset Management 
           Grant
           R2,2 million

2020/21 
financial year



17

“To be the food basket of Southern Africa and the tourism destination of choice”
Follow and like us on facebook @Mopani District Municipality

Mopani District Municipality's Executive Mayor Cllr Pule Shayi and Maruleng Mayor 
Cllr Dipuo Thobejane delivered food, mattresses and school uniform to families 
whose shacks burned down in an informal settlement near Hoedspruit on Tuesday, 15 
September. The Municipality assisted the families with tents. The affected families 
thanked the municipality for the swift response, but also appealed for the municipality 
to assist them to get land of their own. #Khawuleza

Executive Mayor Cllr Pule Shayi led a team of senior political leaders that paid a courtesy visit 
to Modjadji Royal Council on Monday last week. He took the opportunity to formally 
communicate the decision by MDM council to take over the operation and maintenance of 
Modjadji water treatment works from Lepelle Northern Water. The Executive Mayor said 
Council has resolved to take over from LNW as part of its cost recovery plan which will 
ultimately assist the municipality to fasttrack water provision to communities. He also said the 
support from the Royal Council is very important during this transition
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Executive Mayor applauds First Responders 
as he participates in the Jerusalema Dance

xecutive Mayor Cllr Pule shayi has praised 
First Responders for their tireless Ecommitment to the cause of saving lives in 

the district.

He was addressing fire fighters, the police and 
traffic officials on Heritage Day at the Disaster 
Management Centre in Tzaneen.  “We take this 
opportunity to thank all of you for the work you 
have been doing since the start of this pandemic.  
Not many people may recognize your everyday 
contributions to our livelihood as communities. 

“Covid-19 had placed an added burden on your 
shoulders as first responders, and today it's about 
celebrating your selfless sacrifices for our 
wellbeing.  This is an opportune moment for me to 
salute you.   We appreciate your commitment and 
emergency preparedness to serve the people of 
this district by ensuring fire safety, safety on our 
roads and crime prevention,” he said.  

The Executive Mayor said the District Municipality 
will continue to support the work of First 
Responders through the Disaster Management 
Centre.  “At the level of leadership, we will support 
your work through the disaster management 
centre.  We are committing to work around 
upgrading the centralized communication centre 
to improve our efficiency in our coordinated 
approach in response to emergencies.  

“We have budgeted R12 million to purchase 
specialized vehicles, and a further R1,8 million to 
refurbish the existing fleet.  We will be spending at 
least R1,4 million on fire and rescue equipment,” 
h e  s a i d .   

He also took the opportunity to once again 
congratulate Master KG for his hit song – 
Jerusalema.  “As a District, we are very proud of 
this achievement, and we believe that it will serve 
as an inspiration to many more of our young 
people to maximize their creative talents, 
especially as celebrate Heritage Month and 
beyond.” 
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#JerusalemaDanceChallenge

 “As a District, we are very proud of 

this achievement, and we believe that 
it will serve as an inspiration to many 

more of our young people to 
maximize their creative talents, 
especially as celebrate Heritage 

Month and beyond.” 
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