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Editorial

We write to you on the backdrop of yet another eventful quarter. The biggest highlight for the
quarter has to be the milestones recorded in the Giyani Water Project. The Giyani WTW now at
practical completion, but we have also seen the community of Ndindani been the latest to
receive water direct to each household as part of our water reticulation projects.   

In this edition, we also cover the approval of the 2024/25 reviewed IDP and budget. There have
been changes made to the mayoral committee, and also at the level of oversight committees.
From the Communications Team, we should as well congratulate the IEC Team in the District for
the successful general elections, which of course is their constitutional mandate.

We have been to Maruleng Municipality, led of course by the Executive Mayor as part of his
quarterly imbizo. He used the imbizo to outline the progress we are recording in the Mametja-
Sekororo Regional Bulk Water Project, and also the immediate interventions to water challenges
in the area. 

We still invite members of the public to engage with us on how best we can make our
communications platforms more interactive. It is only through engagements that we are able to
get a sense of where we need to improve as a Municipality, especially on the information needs
of our people. 

We further invite members of the public to engage with us through our social media platforms,
including our Facebook Page.
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We are at the end of the 2023/24 financial, and it once
again my singular honour and privilege to communicate
with our people through this platform. We conclude the
financial year on the backdrop of Youth Month, which
effectively is about celebrating the role played by the 1976
generation of youth in the struggle for liberation. 

This year marks the 48th anniversary, and we are
celebrating under the theme: “Actively advancing
socioeconomic gains of our democracy.” This theme of
course is a clarion call to all us, as government, as
business, and as civil society to collaborate in building an
inclusive economy that will create opportunities for young
people. We also celebrate Youth Month against the 30
Years of Freedom milestone. 

Executive Mayor's  desk 

It therefore says to us that if indeed we are serious about a sustainable future, collectively we have to
be deliberate in our approach around accelerating youth economic emancipation. We must intensify
our coordinated efforts around local economic development programmes that are geared towards
creating opportunities for young people 

Inspired by the 1976 generation, young people must be in the forefront, but it is not a journey they
should walk alone. We should be able to pursue all of this work in honour of the 1976 generation of
fearless youth that confronted the evil apartheid regime head-on. 

On that note, we should celebrate young people who continue to put the District on the map. We
celebrate Prudence Sekgodiso from Medingen in the Greater Letaba Municipality. She scooped the
Diamond League title as she won the 800m in Marrakech, setting a new world record. She will be
heading to the Paris Olympics next month, and we celebrate her achievements and wish her the very
best in the upcoming global showpiece.   

We have an opportunity to continue using sport as a vehicle to advance youth development. We must
encourage more young people into sport, and our support to youth tournaments is very important to
this agenda. Through sport, we are able to build an inclusive and socially cohesive society, free from
drug and alcohol abuse. 

As we take forward the work in the context of our programme of building better communities together
with our people, we use this opportunity to reflect on the progress made by the fifth council,
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particularly in the last twelve months. We are able to report to the people of Mopani that we have
indeed moved some meters in our programme of improving the quality of our people’s lives - this
through water infrastructure provision.More and more of our people now have access to water
closer to where they reside. 

We are recording milestones in the Giyani Water Project. The work to refurbish the Giyani Water
Works has reached practical completion. The plant is now able to produce treated water at an
average of around 28 megalitres a day. But most importantly is that water is now reaching some of
the communities as we draw closer to the completion of the water reticulation projects to at least 24
villages as part of the first phase of this project. 

Many of our SMMEs are benefiting from this water infrastructure projects, therefore enhancing our
sustained efforts of fighting hunger in communities. The next phase will target additional 31 villages.
We will in the next financial year also start with the project to upgrade the Giyani Water Works from
30 megalitres to 40 megalitre capacity. This project will run over 24 months. 

We will have an opportunity to report to our people in the coming weeks as we converge for the
state of the district address. We made a call to our people to participate in the 2024 general
elections, and indeed our people responded to the call. The May 29 elections have ushered in the
7th Administration of our democratic government led by President Cyril Ramaphosa in the context of
the government of national unity. 

We take this opportunity to also congratulate Dr. Phophi Ramathuba, who has been elected the first
female Premier in the province. We have lost two councilors at the level Council to the Provincial
Legislature, Cllr. Dikeledi Mmetle who also served in the Mayoral Committee, and also Councillor
Mapula Letsoalo. 

We have since appointed Cllr. Basani Shibambu as the new MMC for community services. We wish
her all the best in the portfolio, and therefore implore all of us to give her all the support she will
need in that space

As we reflect on the strides in the last quarter of the 2023/24 financial year, we wish to take this
opportunity to register our profound gratitude to our people for the continued support. Let’s continue
to build better communities together.  

CLLR P.J SHAYI
EXECUTIVE MAYOR

From the Executive Mayor's  desk 
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EXECUTIVE MAYOR SAYS 
AVAILABILITY OF WATER AT 
NDINDANI VILLAGE SHOULD
ENCOURAGE COMMUNITIES TO 
START VEGETABLE GARDENS
Mopani District Municipality’s Executive Mayor Cllr Pule
Shayi says the Ndindani community in Ward 19 of
Greater Giyani Municipality should should take
advantage of the changed fortunes in water supply to
start vegetable gardens, and contribute to food security.

The Executive Mayor had an opportunity to monitor
progress on the project as it nears completion. He
visited the village on the 19th of May to also officially
handover a fully furnished house to an indigent family,
and vegetable seedlings to a local drop in centre.

Ndindani is one of the first 24 villages where the
Municipality is implementing water reticulation projects
as part of the Giyani Water Project.
  
The Ndindani Water Project which is worth around R25
million is set to provide water direct to the homes of
more than 2800 people in the village.

The contractor has already done metered house
connections, constructed a 150 kilolitre elevated storage
tank, and also refurbished the existing reservoir.

The project is not yet 100 percent complete, the
community does receive water.  The Executive Mayor
said this Project should also give the people of Giyani
hope that a breakthrough in sustainable water supply is
much closer. 

Sarah Chavalala, said she was happy to have water in
her home. “I’m very happy to have water. We used to
struggle with water. I have no words to express my
gratitude to this government”
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MORE LIVES CHANGED AS THE
EXECUTIVE MAYOR HANDS OVER
THREE FULLY FURNISHED HOUSES

Mopani District 
Municipality

Mopani District Municipality’s Executive Mayor Cllr. Pule Shayi has officially handed over
three fully furnished houses to three indigent families in the Greater Giyani Municipality.

The of the three fully furnished three-bedroom house was handed to the Khosa family at
Ngove village on the Wednesday, 08 May 2024.  The house also has a living area, kitchen,
bathroom, and a toilet.  The Khosa family which is dependent on child support grant has been
living in a one room.

Mikateko Khosa lives with her three children, including an elder son aged 15 doing grade 10.  
She was excited to take ownership of the house.  “It was not easy sleeping in a one room with
three children, especially sharing a room with a 15-year-old son.  I’m so grateful to
government for this house,” she said.  

M
O

PA
N

I 
w
w
w
.m

op
an

i.g
ov
.z
a

7

To be the food basket of Southern Africa and
 the tourism destination of choice www.mopani.gov.za



Mopani District 
Municipality

The second fully furnished three-bedroom house was handed to the Chavalala family at
Ndindani village, ward 19 on Sunday, 19 May. This family of six has been living in a one-room
house. Constance Maluleke, a mother of four said her prayers have been answered. She said
it was not easy living in a one room with her husband, two sons and two daughters

The Executive Mayor proceeded to hand over the second fully furnished three-bedroom house
to the family of a 76-year-old pensioner Christinah Mathebula at Sikhunyane village on
Tuesday, 21 May.  Christinah Mathebula was living a one room mud house.  Her two sons who
are unemployed, have had to find shelter in the neighbourhood after the other mud room which
they used was damaged by storms.

Mathebula conceded that she had lost hope at ever having a decent shelter, and found it
difficult to believe even when the Executive Mayor made the commitment to build a house for
her about 11 months ago. 

Executive Mayor Cllr. Pule Shayi says he is fulfilling the objective of the Freedom Charter
which says “that all people shall have the right to live where they choose, be decently housed,
and to bring up their families in comfort and security.” 
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COUNCIL APPROVES 

A special sitting of Mopani District Council held on
the 16th of May has approved a R2,3 billion budget
for the 2024/25 financial year.

Delivering his budget speech, the Executive Mayor
Cllr. Pule Shayi said the Municipality will adhere to
the cost containment measures while also
implementing credit control measures.  

9

R2,3 BILLION BUDGET
 FOR THE 2024/25 FINANCIAL YEAR 

“This generation of councillors has committed to expand on the provision of services to address the backlog
on water supply to communities as well as provision of sanitation.  And with our eyes fixed steadfastly on this
task, we are once again going to choose options that maximize service delivery than opulence.  

“It has not been an easy journey, but working together as this generation of councillors we have already
overcome what looked like insurmountable odds.  Our resolve, which we remain fully committed to, is to end
the stranglehold of unfunded budget,” he said.  

The Executive Mayor spoke of the progress made towards a funded budget, saying that the budget was
unfunded by R2 billion in the 2020/21.  And while it remains unfunded it was now affordable.  “We have
committed ourselves to an elusive and very complex journey towards a funded budget. 
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“For the first time in the more than decade long journey, our unfunded budget is affordable. Meaning we have
funds to fund the budget but we have a credit book which can be extinguished over a long period to history
and parameters around our assumptions,” he said.   

He said the Municipality has signed repayment agreements with DWS and Lepelle, and will be signing
repayment agreements with local Municipalities and such monies will be ring-fenced in separate account. An
amount of R66 million is budgeted towards servicing the historic debt with both Lepelle Northern Water and
DWS, which constitute 3% of the operating budget.  

“For this financial year coming, we have positively discounted R827 million from unfunded status as part of
our commitment to the complex journey,” the Executive Mayor said.

From the budget of R2, 329 billion, an amount of R1, 682 billion (R1 682 866 652) which constitute 73% of the
total budget is allocated for the operating budget.   R588 million (R588 431 650) is the capital budget, which
constitute at least 26% of the total revenue.
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The work to refurbish the Giyani Water Treatment
Works has reached practical completion – this as
the Mopani District Municipality intensify its efforts
to supply water to the communities around the
Greater Giyani Municipality.

The Giyani WTW now has the capacity to treat
and supply on average at least 28 megalitres a
day. The refurbishment has reduced water losses
at the plant. The next phase is the upgrading of
the plant by 10 megalitres to 40 megalitres a day.

Phase 1 of the reticulation project to the first 24 of
the 55 villages is also closer to completion.Some
villages including Ndindani and Homu 14A are
already benefiting from the project. A number of
villages are also at above 90% completion,
including Mhlaba Willem, Muyexe Contract B,
Homu 14B, Nwakhuwani, Mapayeni Contract B,
Risinga Contract A, Bambeni, Maphata, Ngove
Contract B, Xikukwani Contract A, Mahlathi, and
Dzingidzingi.
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GIYANI WTW ON PRACTICAL COMPLETION,
MORE VILLAGES GET WATER
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Minister Senzo Mchunu during his visit to the Giyani Water Works and some reticulation projects. 



 
Meanwhile, the work to construct reservoirs and bulk pipelines to the villages is also continuing through
Lepelle Northern Water (LNW) as supported by the Department of Water and Sanitation.  

The then of Water and Sanitation Minister Senzo Mchunu and deputies visited the projects in April to
monitor progress on the projects, where he reiterated that said Phase 2 targeting 31 villages will start in
the next financial year.
 

The Minister also visited the Middle-Letaba Dam as well as the lower and upper streams along the
Koedoes River (ZZ2). He later engaged with the Executive Mayors for Mopani and Vhembe, the mayor
of Collins Chabane Municipality, the affected farmers, and community representatives. 

To be the food basket of Southern Africa and
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“I am satisfied with the work currently underway, although we are behind schedule due
to the history of this project. However, the level of commitment demonstrated by the
contractors has showed that we are making progress in getting water to the people’s
households,” he said at the time. 



Mopani District Municipality’s Executive Mayor Cllr. Pule Shayi took his quarterly mayoral
imbizo to The Willows village in Ward 2 of Maruleng Municipality on the 18th of June 2024.

The Executive Mayor also used the imbizo to outline progress on the Mametja-Sekororo
Regional Bulk Water Project, which is set to provide treated water to at least 28 villages. 

The completed Phase 1 of the Mametja-Sekororo Project included the construction of 7,5 mega
litre Water Treatment Works, a 15ML raw water storage tank at The Oaks, and pipelines to
Finale, The Oaks and Santeng.  Construction of a steel pumping main from Santeng pump
station to Mametja-Sedawa junction is also completed. 

Mopani District Municipality is finalizing supply chain processes on Phase 2A of the project,
which is set to commence in the 2024/25 financial year. This phase will target the villages of
Butswana, Molalane, London, Worcester, Enable, Ga-Mametja, Mabins A & B, and Sedawa.

The Executive Mayor was joined at the imbizo by Mayor Cllr. Tsheko Musolwa, District Whip of
Council, Cllr. Magdelina Lewele and several of his mayoral committee members. He said the
Municipality is busy engaging the Department of Water and Sanitation for additional funding to
implement reticulation during implementation of the planned Phase 2A.   

EXECUTIVE MAYOR TAKES THE QUARTERLY
IMBIZO TO WARD 2 IN MARULENG
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Community members welcomed the opportunity to raise service delivery issues including
water supply challenges, roads, sanitation and support to small businesses. 

The Executive Mayor said many communities are still dependent on ground water. “We are
working very hard to implement water infrastructure projects that will bring sustainable water
supply to our communities in all the five local municipalities.

“We are from a special council sitting where we approved a R2, 3 billion budget. From this
budget, at least R524 million is from the municipal infrastructure grant, which helps us to
continue with water infrastructure projects. Here in Maruleng, we have the Hoedspruit Water
Project and the project targeting Kampersrus and Scorcia. The biggest project is the
Mametja-Sekororo Regional Bulk Water Project,” he said. 
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MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC HAVE UNTIL END OF
JULY TO MAKE INPUTS TO MUNICIPAL HEALTH
SERVICES BY-LAW
Members of the public and interested stakeholders have until 26 July to make inputs to the draft by-
law on municipal health services which is currently up for public consultations.

The draft by-law upon approval by council will help the Municipality to enforce compliance through
environmental health practitioners who have now been trained as peace officers.

The Municipal Health Services By-law will help the Municipality ensure compliance around issues
such as water quality monitoring, food control, waste management, disposal of the dead, and
environmental pollution control.

Speaking during one of the public consultation sessions, MMC Lucky Mohlala said the By-Law will
help ensure that the Municipality plays its role in protecting the consumers by ensuring that all foods
during production, handling, storage, processing and distribution are safe, wholesome and fit for
human consumption, but also conform to quality and safety requirements. 

“We also have to ensure that food items are accurately labelled. We will be motoring restaurants,
fast food outlets, bakeries, supermarkets, butcheries, cafeterias. And our work is not limited to
formal businesses. We will through this by-law also be monitoring informal businesses such as our
vendors and hawkers,” he said.

MMC Mohlala also said the by-law also helps the officials in the identification, monitoring and
evaluation of health risks arising from premises. “We will be able to perform health surveillance of
premises, institute remedial action and preventative measures. These premises would include your
formal and informal offices, places of worship, manufacturing, hairdressing, dry cleaning and laundry
establishments, swimming pools, spa, private and government building.”

The Mopani District Municipality’s Environmental Health Practitioners have been trained as Peace
Officers, and are now equipped with the skills to monitor, promote, and enforce health and hygiene
legislation. 
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COUNCIL ADOPTS CHANGES TO OVERSIGHT
COMMITTEES AS CLLR BASANI SHIBAMBU IS

APPOINTED MMC
A special sitting of Mopani District Council held on the 27th of June adopted changes to the oversight
committees, including changes in the Municipal Public Accounts Committee (MPAC).

Cllr. Basani Shibambu has been appointed to the Mayoral Committee where she will be responsible for the
community services portfolio. She previously chaired the portfolio committee on governance. Her appointment
to the mayoral committee follows the resignation by Cllr. Dikeledi Mmetle who has been elected as a member
of Limpopo Provincial Legislature.

The appointment of Cllr Basani Shibambu to the mayoral committee imposed changes to the oversight
committees. She was replaced in the governance portfolio committee by Cllr. Collen Stoltz. Cllr. Nsuku
Tshimbana is now the chairperson of the water portfolio committee, with Cllr. Florah Moroatshehla moving to
the sport portfolio committee.

Cllr. Phetole Samuel Mothomogolo has been appointed the chairperson of MPAC, replacing Mfanakosi
Moses Mukhabele who is now the chairperson of the community services portfolio committee. Cllr.Sasavona
Mathebula is now the chairperson of chairpersons.

The special sistting of Council also welcomed Cllr. Elna Japisa Mathonsi who was earlier sworn in as a
member of council. She returns to council having previously served during the term of the Fourth Council from
2016 to 2021. 

The Whip of Council, Cllr. Magdelina Lewele has wished all councillors well in their new responsibility, saying
the changes are aimed at strengthening oversight and accelerating service delivery. 
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NEW
Mopani District Municipality’s Municipal Manager
Tshepo Mogano has welcomed the new Senior

Manager for Community Services, Mokgadi Bridget
Pilusa. She joins the Municipality from Sekhukhune

District Municipality, having also previously worked for
the Greater Tzaneen Municipality and MDM before

joining SDM where she worked as manager for
municipal health services since 2015.

EMPLOYEES 

NEW 
EMPLOYEES 

NEW

NEW 
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In an effort to enhance capacity in
the water services, the Mopani
District Municipality has today

welcomed 21 temporary process
controllers and seven plant
scheme superintendents.
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Just as he has done in the past five years, Executive Mayor Cllr. Pule Shayi
led an outreach programme – this time to mark his 52nd birthday celebration
on the 30th of June.

His first stop was at the Mpopane Crèche in ward 10 of Ba-Phalaborwa
Municipality where he handed over equipment, saying “it will help contribute to
the cognitive development of these children. Some of us never had these kinds
of opportunities. We can’t make life difficult for them.” 

TOUCHING LIVES AS THE EXECUTIVE
MAYOR CELEBRATES HIS 52ND

BIRTHDAY ANNIVERSARY 
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The Executive Mayor proceeded to hand over bicycles to the Grade 12 learners from
Maphokwane High School.He said “the bicycles will shorten the travelling time to and from
school for the learners, contributing to improved performance. So we are supporting their
endeavour as they continue to work towards a brighter future. We have made a
commitment that if their performance at the end of the year is so excellent, we will work
with other stakeholders to support them towards tertiary education.” 

Mmakoma Malungane, a grade 12 at Maphokwane was grateful for the donation. “We are
grateful for the gifts from the mayor. We used to struggle with transport to school. I have
never had a bicycle in my life, so I’m very excited.”

The Executive Mayor also handed over a wheelchair to Elvis Risenga, also from Ward 10
in the Ba-Phalaborwa Municipality before taking a short trip Rethoshegile Disabled Project
where he handed over farming equipment and seedlings. “The project is contributing to
efforts around fighting hunger in our community, but also ensuring that our people get
quality food closer to where they stay. 

“We have committed to help them with irrigation system as they expand, and to help
ensure that there is sustainable supply of water. They are contributing towards
sustainability of food security, and we have to work together with them as government,”
the Executive Mayor said. 

He proceeded to Greater Giyani Municipality to hand over the biggest of the presents – a
fully furnished three bedroom house. The beneficiary, Eunice Makhubele and her five
children from Maphata village was lost for words.

Together with her five children, Eunice was living in a one room mud house. She said it
was not easy living in one room with five children, amongst them an 18 year old son.  “It
was a struggle during rainy days, as the mud house was leaking. I had to stay awake
trying to ensure that the kids are safe and their school uniform is not soaked in rain. I’m
very grateful for what has happened to me and my family,” she said. 
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Refilwe Malungani
Post Graduate Diploma in Public Affairs

specializing in Local Government
TUT

Congratulations
 To the

Graduates

Mankwana Mogale
Postgraduate Diploma in

Business Management
Mancosa 

Cllr Dikeledi Mmetle 
Master of Arts in

Communication Science
UNISA

Hassani Peter Ngobeni 
Bachelor of Laws (LLB) Degree

UNISA

Sekgoka Mantsana
Master of Town and Regional Planning

University of Pretoria

Mnisi Tlangelani Calvia
Masters Degree in Nursing 

Univen

Executive Mayor Cllr. Pule Shayi  
Postgraduate Diploma in Development Finance 

University of Cape Town.

Executive Mayor Cllr. Pule Shayi  
Bachelor of Laws (LLB) Degree

UNISA
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