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Editorial

We write to you on the backdrop of yet another eventful quarter. We have witnessed the election
of the District SAYC Executive Committee. We congratulate the new committee and wish them
the best of luck on the important task of championing youth development in the district.  

We also hosted a two-day water dialogue, which in the main was aimed at creating a platform for
sharing knowledge, experiences and innovations in rural water supply system. The dialogue was
hosted against the backdrop of the prevailing drought that has hit the district with livestock
farmers, mostly around Giyani the hardest hit.  

We also had a successful imbizo which was also used as Batho Pele Day, led of course by the
Executive Mayor. He used the imbizo to outline the progress we are recording on the Giyani
Water Project, but also touched on the immediate interventions to water challenges in the area.
Shawela is one of the 31 villages set to benefit from the next phase of the water reticulation
project. 

We still invite members of the public to engage with us on how best we can make our
communications platforms more interactive. It is only through engagements that we are able to
get a sense of where we need to improve as a Municipality, especially on the information needs
of our people. 

We further invite members of the public to engage with us through our social media platforms,
including our Facebook Page. We also have a WhatsApp channel which we invite members of
the public to follow, including on Tik Tok. 
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The festive season is upon up, and this brings to the end yet
another eventful year. It is therefore an opportune moment to
extend best wishes to all our people in the District.Together
with our people we have recorded massive progress on this
journey of building better and safer communities. 

We have seen more and more of our people receiving water
direct to their homes. We are particularly pleased with the
progress made on the Giyani Water Project where we are
much much closer to the completion of Phase 1 of the water
reticulation projects, having already concluded the
refurbishment work at the Giyani Water Treatment Plant.  

Executive Mayor's  desk 

We have a responsibility as a democratic local government to promote democracy and sound
governance. And we continue to create platforms for unmediated communication with our people through
the imbizo programs, which in the main help us to strengthen our continued interaction with the people of
the district. To that extent, we had our second quarter imbizo at Shawela last month, and key government
services were also made available to the people. 

As we will be taking to our roads to visit our families, our loved ones or even traveling to various holiday
destinations, let us obey the rules of the road so as to ensure the safety of all our people on the roads.We
also wish to encourage our people to take a shot left and support local tourism. We launched the
#ExploreMopani with the aim of encouraging our people to celebrate and showcase the unique charm
that our District offers.   

We have had incidents of food poisoning in recent months. To the extent that have we have embarked on
a programme of ensuring that all the food handling businesses are formally registered and meet all the
health standards and requirements. We will continue with food inspection blitz and door to door during
this festive season. However, we still call for vigilance from our people. 

We take this opportunity to also celebrate the achievements of Mandla Mashimbye, who was recently
appointed as the Head Coach of the Proteas Women’s Cricket Team. We look forward to 2025, and we
again invite all our people to continue this journey as we build better communities together. 

We remain steadfast to the cause of building a future where everyone will have access to basic services.
May this be a joyous, peaceful, festive season filled with love. Let us have a blessed Christmas and a
Prosperous New Year. 

CLLR. PULE SHAYI
EXECUTIVE MAYOR
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We have experienced an outbreak of bilharzia in schools around the Greater Tzaneen Municipality,
particularly in the Bulamahlo and Lesedi Clusters. We have established the joint operations
committee also supported by the Provincial Government. We are here on the ground doing work
with the Department of Health, and the Department of Education to try and contain the outbreak. 

We need heightened awareness to our communities, especially during this school holidays. We are
expecting high temperatures during this period, and our children may be tempted to go to rivers and
swimming pools. We therefore have to lead awareness to encourage our communities to avoid or at
least take precaution when engaging in activities such as fishing and swimming.

We should also take time to congratulate all our municipalities in the District for having submitted for
audit purposes the Annual Financial Statements to the Auditor General - on time. This of course we
did in compliance with the dictates of section 126 of the Municipal Finance Management Act, but it is
also consistent with our commitment to attain clean audit. 

In her 2022-23 consolidated report on the 2022-23 local government audit outcome, the AG has
decried the failure by councils to provide courageous, ethical, accountable and citizen-centric
leadership.And we agree with her view that service delivery improvement at this level, can indeed
only be enabled by stable, capable, cooperative, accountable and responsive municipalities. 

This Month is also celebrated as Heritage Month which forms part of our efforts to heal the divisions
of the past and establish a society based on democratic values, social justice and fundamental
human rights.This is also an opportunity to pay tribute and honour the many struggle stalwarts who
gave up their lives for our freedom. This is consistent with the theme for this year, which is:
“Celebrating the lives of our heroes and heroines who laid down their lives for our freedom.”

President Ramaphosa officiated on the repatriation homecoming ceremony  of the 49 freedom
fighters who died in Zambia and Zimbabwe. We should use this Heritage Month to remember in
particular those freedom fighters who were forced into exile by the evil apartheid state and foreign
nations. These brave men and women remain an integral part of our liberation heritage.  

Inspired by the resilience and heroic spirit of these selfless fighters, we recommit ourselves to the
journey of building better communities together with our people. We remain steadfast to the cause
of building a future where everyone will have access to basic services. 

CLLR P.J SHAYI
EXECUTIVE MAYOR

From the Executive Mayor's  desk 
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EXECUTIVE MAYOR LEADS 
COMMUNITY FEEDBACK MEETINGS 
ON THE GIYANI WATER PROJECT
Executive Mayor Cllr. Pule Shayi led his mayoral
committee in reaching out to communities where
the deadline on the water reticulation projects was
not met.

The Municipality is currently implementing water
reticulation projects to 24 villages as part of the
Giyani Water Project.  At least nine villages are
receiving water at full supply, four at partially
supply.  The remaining villages are yet to be
connected to the bulk water supply from the Giyani
Water Treatment Plant.  

The treatment plant is now able to produce around
30 megalitres of treated water every day, with the
bulk of the raw water coming from the Nandoni
dam.  The Nsami dam is currently at just 9,9
percent.  

Speaking to the community of Khakhala village on
Friday 20 December, the Executive Mayor said all
water reticulation projects in the first 24 villages will
be completed by end of February in the new year.  

Mopani District 
Municipality
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The village has an estimated population of around 3000 with 821 households.  The project
has already covered 27km of water reticulation lines with 530 households currently
receiving water from the existing reservoirs.  The remaining 291 are set to receive water
upon completion and connection of the new 150kl steel tank to the bulk water system.  

“We know that this project is not complete, but our observation is some community
members are receiving water, and the entire village will be receiving water once we
connect the steel tank to the bulk line.  We are at 94% overall progress on the water
reticulation projects . We have been engaging our communities on these delays.  We have
already met with the traditional leaders, explained and apologized for the delay.”

The slow progress on the bulk distribution project is also impacting the water reticulation
projects.  The overall project progress on the bulk water distribution infrastructure is
currently at 78% with the revised practical completion date now set at July 2025.  An
additional sub-contractor has been appointed to help accelerate implementation.  

He said the Municipality working with DWS has developed an acceleration plan which will
be monitored through the MSTT “We call upon our communities to safeguard the
infrastructure, as we move towards completion of this phase, so we are able to move to the
Phase 2 targeting the next 31 villages.  

The Executive Mayor also used the opportunity to appeal to the community to use water
sparingly.  “We still call upon our communities to use water sparingly.  Our dam water
levels are at a critical low.  The Nsami dam is at just nine percent, and the implication is
that soon will be dependent solely on the supply from Nandoni Dam.Middle Letaba dam is
at 0,7 percent and soon we will experience water supply challenges in areas supplied by
the Scheme, including Mapuve.” 

www.mopani.gov.za
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EXECUTIVE MAYOR TAKES HIS
QUARTERLY IMBIZO TO SHAWELA IN
GREATER GIYANI MUNICIPALITY
 
Mopani District Municipality’s Executive Mayor Cllr. Pule Shayi
took his quarterly mayoral imbizo to Shawela village in Ward
22 of Greater Giyani Municipality, using the opportunity to
outline progress on the Giyani Water Project. 

The Executive Mayor said there has been significant progress
on the Giyani Water Project. “We have been recording major
breakthroughs in the Giyani Water Project where we are
seeing our communities beginning to get water in their homes.
We have long completed the refurbishment work at the Giyani
Water Treatment Works. The plant is now able to produce 30
megalitres a day,” he said.  

He said Lepelle Northern Water is busy with work on the
325km bulk pipelines from the Giyani Water Treatment Works
to communities in Greater Giyani. This work is now at 77,2%,
with Pipeline A already completed.

“As Mopani District Municipality, our other key task has been
to reticulate to households, targeting the first 24 villages. This
project is at 92,3 %, and 11 projects have reached completion
stage, these are Bambeni, Homu 14A, Homu14B, Mapayeni A,
Ndindani, Nwakhuwani, Ngove B, Mageva B, Mhlaba willem,
and Maphata.” 

Mopani District 
Municipality
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“Nsami Dam is at just 11,4 % right now and we should all be concerned, especially if we are to
compare it to this time last year when it was at 51,1%.Middle-Letaba is at 0,7%. We need divine
intervention, and greater cooperation from our communities on water conservation, “he said.

The Executive Mayor said 465 houses were damaged by windstorms, three clinics and at least
14 schools, indicating that the damage to households alone in the Greater Giyani Municipality
was estimated at over R100 million. He said the Municipality has distributed hundreds of
mattrasses, blankets tin houses and tents. 

He also used the opportunity to encourage community members to register spaza shops within
the 21 days timeframe set by President Cyril Ramaphosa.“All of this is, of course not meant to
punish our people, but to safeguard the lives of our people, particularly our children at schools.
We have been coordinating and leading stakeholders in inspecting the food handling premises
and spaza shops. In the past two weeks through our blitz operations, we removed from the
shelves over 6000kg and over 1400litre of condemned foods,” he said. 

www.mopani.gov.za
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Mopani District 
Municipality

He said that majority of the communities in the district are still dependent on ground
water.“However, only 899 are operational.We have 272 that still need to be energized. We can
never do away with boreholes in the District. We have limited water sources here in the District,
hence the conceptualization of the Nandoni-Giyani Water Project.   
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Mopani District Municipality’s Executive Mayor Cllr. Pule Shayi was the leader of
the 20-member delegation that visited Beijing in China early this month for a
seminar on Poverty Reduction and Sustainable Development.

The Seminar was aimed at exposing the delegation to China’s effective
practices in achieving the poverty reduction goals of the UN Agenda for
Sustainable Development. 

The delegation included officials from The Presidency, the National School of
Government, Department of Small Business Development, NEDLAC,  few
lecturers from selected universities, and officials from the Agriculture
Departments in KZN, Northern Cape and North West. 

China has made remarkable progress in poverty reduction, lifting more that 700
million people out of poverty. It promoted rural land reform, accelerated
economic growth in agriculture, strengthened social security to prevent poverty,
actively executed practices of agricultural poverty reduction, and expanded
experience in international exchanges and corporation. 

The 14 days Seminar included lectures, country presentation, case studies and
field visits. The Seminar also discussed policies, measures and institutional
mechanisms that might strengthen the supply of rural public services, transform
rural ecology, achieve strategic objectives of poverty reduction, and improve the
capacity of South Africa’s projects for sustainable development. 

www.mopani.gov.za
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The Mopani District Municipality led the build-up event to the World Aids Day
commemoration at Julesburg village on Friday, 22 November 2024.

Delivering the keynote address, MMC Maripe Mangena on behalf of the Executive
Mayor said that it is the combined efforts from everyone that will help ensure a
future generation free from HIV as envisioned in the National Development Plan.
The theme for the year is: “Equal Rights, Equal Care.”

Mangena said that 189 000 people are living with HIV in the district, and 172 000
know their status. “But we only have 119 000 who are on the ARV treatment. And
that tells us that as many as 50 000 of our people are still reluctant to take
treatment.” 

“Get your health checked. Get screened and tested for HIV and TB for free at any
clinic near you. Some of the services are available here today. Take action once
you know. Begin treatment immediately, but most importantly is that stay on
treatment,” he said.   

He said the alcohol and drug abuse does contribute to the disruption in the
treatment routine. “Live smart, live healthy. Always use a condom. Avoid risky
sexual behaviour. We are in this together. We all have a role to play in ending
HIV, TB and STIs.” 

Mopani District 
Municipality
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MMC Mangena also used the opportunity to
call on men to help end the scourge of
gender-based violence femicide. The 16
Days  Campaign on No violence against
women and children is this year observed
under the theme, “30 Years of Advancing
Collective Action to End Violence Against
Women and Children.” The theme is a
rallying call for society to take accountability
in the fight against the scourge. Also
maintain a healthy, balanced diet to boost
your immune system.

He said men must have dialogue where they
must challenge each to end the violence
against women and children. Let us change
the belief that men are strong, and that
women are weak or that men have to be in
charge.

Government is also using the Disability
Rights Awareness Month to shine a spotlight
on gender-based violence and femicide on
women living with disabilities. The Human
Sciences Research Council study shows that
apart from economic exclusion, 31 percent of
women with disability have experienced
physical or sexual abuse.

“Ending this scourge requires the efforts of
government, requires the efforts of private
sector, requires the efforts of civil society,
and it requires the efforts of every member of
our society,” he said.   

“30 Years of Advancing
Collective Action to End

Violence Against
Women and Children.” 
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The South African Youth Council in Mopani has elected new leaders during its two-day assembly
held at Karibu Leisure Resort on the 14th and 15th of December. 

MMC Basani Shibambu delivering the keynote address on behalf of the Executive Mayor said it is
SAYC in the District that must come up with solutions to free young people from the shackles of
poverty, unemployment, alcohol and drug abuse. 

“Many young people today are trapped in the prison of substance and alcohol abuse. Many of our
young people today are trapped in the prison of gangsterism.Many of our young people are today
trapped in the prison of teenage pregnancy. 
 
“It is this generation of youth activists gathered here this morning that can set yourselves free
from all these shackles, in particular the shackles of poverty and unemployment, “she said. 
 
She also urged young people to play a role in ending gender-based violence. “In honour of the
1976 generation, this youth parliament should serve also a platform for you to pledge to continue
playing an active role in the fight against gender-based violence.”  

“We should be able to use this assembly to take stock thoroughly on the strides we have made
as a country in addressing issues facing young people, but importantly, we should be able to
answer the question: What needs to be done going forward.”

The message was also echoed by Oliver Mabunda, the Provincial Chairperson of SAYC who said
young people must be innovative

13
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Mopani District Municipality’s Executive Mayor Cllr. Pule Shayi says he is encouraged to see more young
people taking interest in agriculture, which is a key sector in the economic growth of the district, but he
has also urged them to embrace drought resilient strategies to mitigate the challenge of climate change. 

The Executive Mayor delivered the keynote address at the graduation ceremony of 25 subsistence
farmers who participated in the SALGA-AgriSETA learnership program.  

His remarks comes on the backdrop of the drought that has hit the district. Premier Dr. Phophi
Ramathuba has already announced that the provincial government is formally engaging national
government to declare Mopani and Vhembe districts as disaster areas. 

The Municipality, together with the Water Research Commission will be hosting a two-day dialogue from
22 – 23 October, which will be a platform to share knowledge, experiences and innovation in rural water
supply. The key focus and emphasis will be on the importance of supported self-supply.

EXECUTIVE MAYOR IMPLORES
EMERGING FARMERS TO EMBRACE
DROUGHT RESILIENT STRATEGIES 

www.mopani.gov.za
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Mopani District Municipality hosted a two-day District Water Dialogue in Tzaneen from 22- 23 October
2024.  The water dialogue was aimed at creating a platform for sharing knowledge, experiences, and
innovations in rural water supply systems. 

The dialogue was held on the backdrop of the prevailing drought that has hit the Mopani district. 

In his opening address, acting Executive Mayor, Cllr. Lucky Mohlala said the dialogue will help
delegates learn from each other’s knowledge and experiences to come up with strategies to mitigate
the challenge of climate change. 

“The lessons from this session should aid our work in providing sustainable solutions to water supply
challenges in our district.  We do this not only for ourselves, but for the next generations.” 

The theme for the dialogue was: Rural water innovation and governance.

MDM HOSTS TWO-DAY
WATER DIALOGUE 
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Mopani District Municipality’s Executive Mayor Cllr. Pule
Shayi has urged parents to support learners as some
schools will be coordinating camps to help learners as
they sit for the 2024 NSC exams. 

“Taking interest in your children’s education is as
important as their own efforts and those of teachers.  
Some schools will be organizing camps in preparation of
these exams.  As parents, we have to properly locate
our role.  It is our responsibility to support, and
coordinate all stakeholders to ensure the safety of the
learners.” 

The Executive Mayor said this whole addressing
principals and members of school governing bodies at
Tivumbeni EMPC on the 9th of October.  The event titled
“Press on and Finish Strong” was organised by the
Department of Education’s Mopani West District. 

The Mopani West District improved its performance by a
remarkable 16,7%, a meteoric rise from 67,1 % in 2021
to 83,8% in 2023.

EXECUTIVE MAYOR URGES PARENTS TO
SUPPORT LEARNERS DURING EXAMS

Mopani District 
Municipality
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Rakwadu claimants

receive their title deeds
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As part of government’s ongoing programme to reverse the legacy of the 1913
Native’s Land Act, Minister Mzwanele Nyhontso of Land Reform and Rural
Development has today officially handed over title deeds to the Rakwadu claimants in
the Greater Letaba Municipality. 

Government spent R77 million to successfully conclude the land claim and restore the
land rights to the Rakwadu Community, which is made up of 172 households and
10002 beneficiaries. 

In handing over the title deeds of the 2,400 hectares of land, Minister Nyhontso said “it
is not merely the handover of the title deeds, but the restoration of your dignity. When
the land was taken, so too dignity was taken. Every day our people wait for the land to
be restored is another day of humiliation, poverty and loss of dignity,” he said. 

The minister was joined at the handover by Limpopo’s Agriculture MEC Nakedi
Kekana, MMC for agriculture in Mopani District Municipality Cllr. Maripe Mangena and
several councillors from the Greater Letaba Municipality who were led by acting
Mayor Cllr. Thabo Kgapane and Speaker Cllr. Maria Mokgwathi
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SALGA PMA 

Day 2 of SALGA Limpopo Provincial
Members Assembly: Tshepo Monakedi,

the PED senior manager in Mopani District
Municipality leading a panel discussion

on the DDM LED initiative by Mopani
District Municipality.
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SALGA Limpopo hosted its two-day provincial members
assembly (PMA) at Karibu Leisure Resort on the 05-06
November 2024. The Assembly convened under the
theme: “Building sustainable municipalities.”

The session was attended by mayors, speakers, chief
whips, MPAC chairpersons, municipal managers from
all the member municipalities in the province. Premier
Dr Phophi Ramathuba used her keynote address to
urge councillors to remain grounded and seized with the
task of servicing communities and building partnership.”
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Mopani District Municipality led a multi-disciplinary team that conducted blitz
inspections on food handling premises in the five local municipalities.The team
comprising of Environmental Health Practitioners, Disaster Management, SAPS,
Home Affairs removed from the shelves over 6000kg and over 1400litre of
condemned foods during the blitz.

President Cyril Ramaphosa has pronounced that all spaza shops and food
handling facilities must be registered within the municipalities in which they
operate within 21 days, from 15 November 2024. 
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MDM LEADS BLITZ
INSPECTION ON FOOD
HANDLING PREMISES
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MDM hosted it's quarterly Pop-Up Market to empower small businesses
by providing them with a platform to showcase and market their products
and services  on Friday 08 November in Greater Giyani. Through exciting
exhibitions, local SMMEs will gain broader access to new markets,
network across districts, and grow their businesses beyond the local
community.

We’re also creating a space for aspiring entrepreneurs to gain valuable
business insights from SEDA and NYDA, helping to foster growth and
innovation.

Mopani District 
Municipality
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MEC for CoGHSTA Basikopo Makamu visited Tzaneen on
Tuesday 12 November 2024 as part of his oversight visit to the
Talana Community Residential Units Project which is set to
provide over 400 community residential units. This is a multi-year
project which will be implemented in phases.  He also introduced
a service provider for the Dan village Sewer Network System
Rectification Project, which is meant to resolve the sewerage
problems in that area. He has appealed to Mopani District
Municipality and the Greater Tzaneen Municipality to support and
play an active role in monitoring the implementation of the two
projects.
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IN PICS: The Mopani District Municipality’s IDP Rep Forum was held in Tzaneen on Thursday, 21
November 2024.  The Forum received a situational analysis report which will inform the strategies
phase of the IDP.

Mopani District Municipality’s MMC for community services Cllr.
Basani Shibambu says safer festive season is possible through
collaboration between SAPS, civil society, businesses and the
community at large. She said this when addressing first
responders at the district launch of the Safer Festive Season
Campaign in Tzaneen on Tuesday 5 November 2024. 

“We wish not to lose lives to road carnage during this period,
but most importantly we want to create a safer environment for
our people to enjoy the festive season. Our people must feel
safe in this district, including the tourists who will be visiting
during this season. And this is only possible when we join
hands and work together.” Also in attendance was SAPS
Limpopo Provincial Commissioner, Lt-General Thembi Hadebe.
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COUNCIL RECEIVES PRELIMINARY
REPORT ON THE WINDSTORMS
THAT RAVAGED THE DISTRICT
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FOLLOW US ON TIKTOK        @mopani_district

Mopani District Municipality’s Council sitting has received the preliminary report on the windstorm
that  affected many communities and hundreds of households around the district. 

Mopani District Municipality will support local municipalities in applying for classification of the
Declaration of Disaster to the province and national in terms of the Disaster Management Act 57 of
2002. 

The ordinary council sitting held on Thursday, 31 October in Giyani has also deliberated on the
2024/25 first quarter performance report.
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Limpopo Premier Dr Phophi Ramathuba led the 16 Days of
Activism of No Violence Against Women and Children, the  Road
Safety Activation and Mass Prayer at N'wamitwa on Monday, 09
December .She was joined by MEC Violet Mathye, MDM Speaker
Cllr. Martha Maswanganyi, MMC Basani Shibambu acting on
behalf of the Executive Mayor, and many other leaders from
Mopani and the local municipalities. #EndGBV #ArriveAlive
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Premier Dr Phophi Ramathuba formally launched and handed over the newly constructed state-of-
the-art Outpatient and Clinical Support Departments and afterwards embarked on a walkabout at
the wards at Maphutha Malatjie Hospital on Thursday 19 December. 
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BERYL MONAKISI
WINS GOLD AT THE
2024 IMSSA
WELLNESS GAMES

Mopani District 
Municipality
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FOLLOW US ON TIKTOK        @mopani_district

Beryl Monakisi, the Fire Divisional Office for Tzaneen Fire Station has claimed gold at the 2024 Inter-Municipal
Sports of South Africa (IMSSA) Wellness Games which were hosted by the Buffalo City Metro from the 6th-11
October 2024. 

She finished first in the women’s 21km marathon, category aged 50 and above. The soccer and netball teams
failed to advance through the group stages.
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Executive Mayor
Cllr. Pule Shayi
congratulates 

the Senior Manager
for Planning and
Development on

his PhD graduation
from the University
of Witwatersrand.
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