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We write to you on the backdrop of yet another eventful
quarter. We hosted a very successful State of the District
Address, under the theme “Our renewed commitment to
accelerate service delivery and build the District’s economy.”  

The Executive Mayor used the State of the District Address to
outline the achievements of the past financial year, but also the
plans of this financial year.  This of course he did in the context
of the district development model.  

He outlined progress with regard to the water, sanitation,
roads, electricity, town establishments and local economic
development programmes.  This edition carries key highlights
from the State of the District Address.  

We are progressing very well with the water reticulation
projects to the first 24 villages in the Greater Giyani
Municipality.  And to that extent in this edition, we are reporting
progress on the project at Mapayeni village. Previously, we
reported on the progress at Homu 14A.  We will continue to
update the readers on all of this projects, including those outside
of Greater Giyani.  

We still invite members of the public to engage with us on how
best we can make our communications platforms more
interactive.  It is only through engagements that we are able to
get a sense of where we need to improve as a Municipality,
especially on the information needs of our people. 

We further invite members of the public to engage with us
through our social media platforms, including our Facebook
Page.
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It is once again my singular honour and privilege to write to
the people of Mopani – this on the backdrop of Heritage
Month.  We are also at the end of the first quarter for the
financial year 2023/24. We see Heritage Month as an
opportune moment to foster greater social cohesion, nation
building and our shared national identity.  

Celebrating Heritage Month forms part of our efforts to heal
the divisions of the past and establish a society based on
democratic values, social justice and fundamental human
rights.  This is consistent with the theme for this year,
which is: “Celebrating our cultural diversity in a democratic
South Africa.”

September is as well celebrated as Tourism Month.   And we
have always viewed Tourism Month as an opportunity for a
heightened focus on the importance of this sector to
economic growth and job creation.  It is important that we
support this sector so is can also contribute positive figures
to the GDP

Having agreed that tourism is one of the biggest drivers of
our economic recovery, it becomes important that we
support initiatives that seek to promote the sector
especially during this month and beyond.  This of course is
also in pursuit of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG) target, which speaks about
promoting sustainable tourism that creates jobs and
promotes local culture and products.  

To that extent, we appreciate the initiative by SANParks for having allowed South Africans free entry to most of the South
African National Parks from 16 and 24 September, including the Kruger National Park.  And while this is key for promoting
tourism, it is also about cultivating a sense of pride in the country’s natural, cultural and historical heritage.   
We have effectively entered into another round of planning in terms of the IDP processes.  Last month, we sat as Council to
adopt the IDP process plan.  We will soon be embarking on a process of engaging our communities, an exercise that we
should not take for granted.  

It is important that collectively we go through this process meticulously to ensure that we fully appreciate the terrain, and
everyday challenges facing our people, but also their priority needs.  It therefore becomes important that everyone gets
involved as we start this process.  

We are steadfast in our commitment to the social contract as entered into with our people in the context of the fifth
democratic local government.  And we remember vividly the resounding message delivered by our people that of building
better communities together.  This publication offers a window into some of the activities that we are engaging ourselves
in as we continue this programme.  

When accepting the responsibility to serve our people, we did make a solemn pledge to spare no effort in trying to reduce
the backlog on water provision in the district.   We can still report to the people of Mopani that we have indeed moved some
meters in our programme of improving the quality of our people’s lives - this through water infrastructure provision.  More
and more of our people now have access to water closer to where they reside.

As we reflect on the journey of this quarter, we wish to take this opportunity to register our profound gratitude to our
people for the continued support.  Let’s continue to build better communities together.   

CLLR P.J SHAYI
EXECUTIVE MAYOR
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Mamaila Mkhabela, the 70-year-old pensioner from Gandlanani village in
Giyani was overjoyed when a fully-furnished three bedroom house was
officially handed over to her on Saturday, 09 September. 

Her application for an RDP was not approved in 2012 when it emerged
that a house was built in the Gauteng province under the name of her
husband’s second wife.  The husband had three wives before he died.  

She had been living in a one-room mud house with her three orphaned
grandchildren since then. She lost hope when her husband passed away.
“I was in pain when they came to do sod turning, but also excited. I’m
overjoyed. I have no words.”

Mkhabela is now a proud of a fully-furnished three-bedroom house that
also has a bathroom and a flushing toilet.  “I will die peacefully knowing
that my grandchildren have a proper roof over their heads.”

Mopani District Municipality’s Executive Mayor Cllr Pule Shayi said the
handover of the house is line with the objects of Freedom Charter.  “We
came here for the sod turning on the 30th of June.  We are pleased to
have fulfilled our commitment to this family.  We are guided by our
sustained programme of ensuring that our people have decent houses as
espoused in the Freedom Charter.”

“We are not able to do it alone, hence we want to register our profound
gratitude to the businesspeople who have agreed to join hands with us on
this journey,” he said.  
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In preparations for the Clean Earth School Competition Campaign, the Mopani
District Municipality hosted an environmental awareness at the Impala Sports Hall
in Phalaborwa on Thursday, 23 August 2023.

The campaign is aimed at equipping the learners on the various aspects of
environmental management as they prepare submissions for the Competition,
which is held under the theme: “Beat Plastic Pollution.”

The School Competition forms part of the work that the Municipality is doing in
raising awareness in the communities by ensuring that at least 25 schools start
taking their responsibility to protect the environment and further extend these
efforts to the communities they are located in. 

At least five schools selected from each local municipality to take part in the first
phase of the Competition. The top performing school from each local municipality
will then proceed to compete in the second phase of the competition at the end of
October. 

Mopani District Municipality’s Air Quality Officer, Ntswaki Mailula closed the
session by laying out the competition rules as well as the closing dates for
submission. “Make sure you represent your school and local municipality well.
May the best school win.”

MDM LEADS CLEAN EARTH 
AWARENESS CAMPAIGN 2023



11

EXECUTIVE MAYOR TO VISIT USA
FOR ICMA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
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Executive Mayor Cllr Pule Shayi led the
mayoral committee in an introductory meeting
with the team from the AGSA as the audit
starts. The Executive Mayor is upbeat ahead of
this audit, and has implored management to
fully cooperate with the team from the AGSA.
The meeting took place at the Disaster
Management Center on 29 August.

The Municipality has made lot of progress in
reducing the bulk of unauthorized, irregular,
fruitless and wasteful expenditures. He has
previously credited this progress to the
support of council through the Municipal
Public Accounts Committee. 
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Mopani District Municipality’s soccer team participated in the 2023
SAIMSA Games hosted in Gaborone, Botswana from 3 September
to 8 September 2023.

The SAIMSA Games were halted in the past two years due to the
Covid-19 pandemic.  It brings together municipalities from the
SADC region.  This year, the games were hosted under the theme:
“Promoting wellness through sports without borders.”

The MDM team competed in Group D along with Mohale’s Hoek,
Lephalale, Manzini, Franciestown, Ephraim Mohale and Ramutswa.  
The best two teams will advance to the round of 16, which will be
the knockout stage.  The MDM team failed to advance to the
knockout stage. 
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The Mopani District Municipality held an
Imbizo at Homu14A as part of its report-back
session on issues of service provision to
communities.    

Homu 14A and 14B are amongst the first 24
villages where MDM is currently implementing
water reticulation projects. The current bulk
water system is not copying with the demand,
with only a section of the village getting
consistent supply of water.  

The community members raised issues around
unemployment and implored the Municipality
to facilitate support for farmers in the area.  
They also raised concerns around the
escalating crime in the area.  Many of the
grant recipients had an opportunity to
interact with officials from SASSA on the
process to renew their expired cards.     



Mopani District Municipality wishes to advise residents that water supply to most
areas in Giyani remain unstable due to the refurbishment work at the water
treatment works and also electricity load shedding.   

Water production has dropped due to the ongoing refurbishment at the Giyani Water
Works. Not all filters are currently working which results in us losing between 6 - 9
megalitres of water production every day.  

The situation is also exacerbated by the higher stages of load shedding. The 4-10
hours of load shedding a day only affords us 2 hours for water accumulation before
treatment. We are currently only producing an average of 9 megalitres per day
instead of the 30 megalitres.  

MDM is appealing to members of the public to use water sparingly. The
refurbishment work will be concluded by end of the year. However, additional water
tankers have been added to augment water supply, and will be coordinated by the
Greater Giyani Municipality in consultation with ward councillors.
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By GLM Communications Unit

In its endeavour to provide proper road infrastructure, the Greater Letaba
Municipality has completed and handed over a number of projects to the
community in the past three months.
The projects which are funded through the Municipal Infrastructure Grant
and also own funding include the Tshabela Mmatswale Road,
Raphahlelo/Phooko street Pavement amongst others.

The Mayor, Cllr. Dagma Mamanyoha and other members of council have
been on the ground, playing an oversight role of monitoring all projects
that are currently underway to make sure that people get value for
money.

The Greater Letaba Municipality has spent more than R150 million in the
past two years on road pavements, low level bridges, sports complexes
and many other projects so as to better the lives of communities in that
municipality.  

These infrastructure projects have created hundreds of work
opportunities through the expanded public works programme, benefiting
more than 500 family households and more are set to benefit as the
projects continues. The Municipality will be handing over around 10 more
projects in the coming months. 
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